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April 4, 2000

Mr. Les Johnson

Director, Food Distribution Division
Food and Nutrition Service

3101 Park Center Drive

Alexandria, Virginia 22302

Dear Mr. Johnson:

The Florida Food and Nutrition Advisory Council at its regular Spring 2000
meeting discussed USDA’s Commodity Order Re-engineering (CORE) final report.
Our committee appreciates the systemized approach utilized and the considerable
time spent by the CORE team to develop the summary recommendations contained
in the report.

Florida supports a number of proposals in the report’s section three. These
include the following recommendations:
3.1.5 Provide adequate federal dollars for program state
administration.

specific dollar threshold level.

3.2.1.7 Remove Truckload barriers-provide multiple stops per
shipment.

3.2.6 Encourage USDA to enter into long term contracts with
suppliers.

Committee members hang grave concerns, howeyér; concerning ﬁrqbds\éls
that re-define and re-structure long standing commodity food purchase and delivery
systems. The first concept questioned relates to the move to purchase additional
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products restricted for reprocessing into a commercially identified and distributed
product. A second concern brings question to the viability of the “universal
communication system” which by-passes the current agency set up.

The committee also has a major concern that CORE recommendations rest
on limited background research and do not appear to represent the interest of the
majority (recipients). Florida Food Service Directors and School Superintendents
worry that this new direction will lead to higher program costs to local school
boards and a breakdown in local agencies ability to support vital disaster feeding
efforts.

Tt is for the above stated reasons that the Florida Food and Nutrition
Advisory Committee recommends that USDA:

. Proceed with its “quick fixes” dated November 2, 1999, because
they are basic management improvements and quite similar to the
1986 panel recommendations that were not acted upon by USDA.

. Cease further “transformation” of the Food Distribution Program
until USDA has valid data, including, but not limited to, the
additional cost to be born by local school districts, upon which to
direct program modifications.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

e B
Joan Pender, Chair

Florida Food and Nutrition
Advisory Council
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cc: Council Members



